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N  e  w  s  l  e  t  t  e  r 
 
 

Tom’s Typo  It has been a year since I started writing for the front of the newsletter, and following the AGM you’ve got 

me for another year.  So that’s another year I’ve got to try to think up something new to say! 

 

So I’ll start this Typo by looking back over the last year: We’ve done more tasks than I have fingers to count with, both 

mid week and at the weekend. We’ve got a good group of members, some whom we see regularly, and some we see on 

occasions. We completed 1463 hours of volunteer work, and enjoyed ourselves on numerous socials too!  Not bad really! 

 

Your committee is changing a bit too. Julia has stood down as Secretary, following her relocation to Kent, and Kim has 

taken up the role. Many thanks to Julia for her work and support over the last year and thanks to Kim for taking on the 

role. And thanks to the rest of the committee too for all the work that goes on in the background to keep the group 

running. 

 

That’s enough back slapping and general thank-yous. There’s plenty more tasks on the back of the newsletter, a selection 

of socials too, so get yourself out and about and I’ll see you at some of them.  Tom. 

 

  
 
YOUR COMMITTEE 
 

Chair Tom Newsletter Editor Louise 
Secretary Kim Tools Tom 
Treasurer Tim Socials Pauline and David  
Membership Gary Midweek Task Coordinator Peter 
Task Coordinator Sue Committee Member John 
Publicity Sue Committee Member Val 

 

 

 

 

Website 

 

ENTV now has its own 

website.  You can view the 

pages by visiting 

www.essexntv.110mb.com 

 

Thank you 

 

Our sincere thanks 

go to Julia for her 

hard work as 

Secretary over the 

past year. 

Welcome 

 

A warm welcome 

to our new 

Secretary, Kim. 

Reminder 

 

If you would like to attend a task or 

social, please could you make sure you 

contact the task leader or social 

coordinators in advance, to let them 

know you’re coming.  Thank you. 

  



PREVIOUS TASKS AND 

SOCIAL GOINGS ON… 

 

 
SOCIAL – TEN-PIN BOWLING 

SATURDAY 24 MARCH 2007 

  

Arriving late, (well, England were 

playing another non-vital game), I 

joined the latest round of the ENTV 

Ten-Pin Bowling Championships, which 

take place as and when we feel like it. 

This time, Cannonball Keith was there 

to show us how to do it with his finesse 

and power. Fortunately, the rest of us 

had decided to pretend that it wasn't 

important to win, and that we were just 

being sociable. David put in another 

fine performance (after listening 

intently to very good technical advice 

from us all) and pushed Keith all the 

way. 

  

We also spent some time watching the 

young guy in the adjoining lane as he 

expertly took each ball to the very 

edge of the lane, teetering it on the 

edge of the gulley, only to pull it back 

in line with a lot of spin, then hit that 

middle pin just off-centre, which we all 

know is the hotspot if you want to get 

one of those illusive strikes. He did it 

time and time again. Smart***e. 

  

Hilarity ensued back in our lane as balls 

were dropped just millimetres from 

little toes, fingers got stuck in the 

small finger holes in those 'girly' pink 

bowling balls, and when all those old 

excuses for poor play came out - badly 

fitting shoes, tennis elbow, seasonal 

affective disorder, broken leg, 

receding hairline . . . I've used 'em all. 

  

Gary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK - FLATFORD 
SUNDAY 1 APRIL 2007 

 

Fame at last! Celebrity status comes to 

ENTV! 

 

What do you mean, you missed it? We 

were all there again, and much was the 

same as always. The dock was just as 

muddy, the hose was just as leaky, we 

all got water in our wellies and the 

bailing out of water and silt was just as 

heavy and messy as it always was……. 

 

But this time, we were on the telly. 

 

Anglia TV and BBC Look East were 

doing a feature on the dock at 

Flatford, and just about everyone who 

turned up for the task saw themselves 

on TV. Jo from Suffolk got a special 

mention as tea maker, but the star of 

the show was undoubtedly John who 

was interviewed and filmed at some 

length. (Everyone else turned out to be 

a shrinking violet!). 

 

It added a new dimension to an old 

task, and hopefully will have given our 

group a bit of publicity. And we were 

filmed doing something worthwhile, not 

just being greedy game show 

contestants! 

 

John 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK – RAY ISLAND  
A BRIDGE NOT QUITE FAR ENOUGH 

SUNDAY 22 APRIL 2007 

 

We went to Ray Island in February and 

the weather was miserable. We knew 

we were going back in April and hoped 

the sun would shine on us then. And as 

that month turned out to be just about 

the driest April ever, we enjoyed hazy 

sunshine all day – warm enough to be 

pleasant, not too hot to have to worry 

about sun burn too much. 

 

We were bridge building for this task, 

maybe not quite the bridge we were 

expecting to build, but a bridge none 

the less. It’s amazing how heavy a 

wooden bridge can be in component 

form, but between the team, and with a 

couple of trips from the truck to the 

work site, we managed to shift all the 

required parts and tools. Until we 

realised that the parts we had weren’t 

long enough to span the gap we were 

intending to cross. A quick hunt around 

found another gap with an old bridge 

about to fall into the raging torrent 

below (OK, mud really), thankfully 

about 3ft narrower than the original 

chasm. So we shifted tools and bridge 

parts again, and started to build. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridge building at Ray Island  
Sunday 22 April 2007 



A couple of hours later it was agreed 

that we had managed to build two 

snake coffins (it’s too complicated to 

explain here), but turned upside down 

and put into position they made a great 

bridge. And that was it, apart from 

carrying all the tools back again. 

 

Oh, by the way, the National Trust’s 

measuring stick has been sent away for 

recalibration, so no more wrong size 

bridges again! Hopefully its gone to a 

more reputable supplier than the Tide 

Times, Bolt Selector and Boat-Hole 

Fixer Emporium that seems to have 

been used before!! 

 

Tom 

 

TASK – DANBURY 
SUNDAY 6 MAY 2007 

 

This was no ordinary task. It required a 

gentle touch, the skill to tell heather 

from young gorse and the ability to 

count to 10! 

 

As we were all gathering together, 

Richard pointed out the distinctive 

calls of the Nightingales merrily 

singing around us. Apparently Danbury 

Common has the second highest density 

of them in Essex (the first being 

Fingringhoe). 

 

But back to the matter in hand. The 

task was to help local volunteers 

Howard and Edna, (sprightly 83 year 

olds!) gauge the success of the heather 

regeneration on the heath land at 

Danbury Common. Working under 

Howard's supervision we marked out a 

string grid on the chosen area, then 

set about working our way from square 

to square, counting the heather plants. 

As we counted we also graded the 

plants stage of growth from 1 to 4, 1 

being the new growth, 4 the older 

plants. Our results were recorded, 

ready for Howard to plot onto his map. 

 

Initially I was slightly concerned about 

what the dog walkers would make of 

the rows of rear-ends bobbing  about,   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

getting  so  ‘up close and personal’ with 

the undergrowth, but after seeing 

Edna getting down on her hands and 

knees and rummaging about so 

enthusiastically, I soon overcame any 

inhibitions. 

 

As you can imagine, this is not a task to 

carry out on a damp, drizzly day but on 

a bright breezy spring day, it was a 

great opportunity to experience a 

different aspect of conservation work. 

 

Kim  

 

SOCIAL – OUT FOR EATS 

SATURDAY 12 MAY 2007 

  

Out went the 'Pig and Whistle', and in 

came 'Zeera', contemporary Indian 

dining. I remember this night because 

it was Eurovision Song Contest night. 

(So that's enough about that). 

  

We all met close to the restaurant in 

Chelmsford (thanks for the hospitality 

Adrian), then headed out for the 

experience of crossing the road 

junction near the old Jeep garage . . . 

on foot. Now, it was OK for the 'locals' 

Louise and Adrian and for those of us 

with an unhealthy knowledge of traffic 

light systems (Tom), but for Kim and I 

it was like a white-knuckle ride 

at Thorpe Park. We just had to have 

faith in our friends' ability to 

negotiate all those lanes of traffic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We did arrive safely on the other side 

and managed a few more steps to the 

restaurant, and settled down for some 

gorgeous food.  

 

There were a couple of disturbances 

during the evening. Much coughing was 

heard as soon as the air con unit kicked 

in, and we put this down to artificial 

curry smells being pumped out into the 

room to make us feel at home, and to 

help us choose from the extensive 

menu. And towards the end of the 

evening, an attempt was made to break 

the hand-held credit card machine to 

prevent us from having to pay the bill. 

Unfortunately, the proprietor managed 

to hook out a small piece of poppadom, 

which had somehow found its way into 

the card slot, so we had to pay in full. 

But it was worth every penny (the 

discount cards helped of course). A 

modern restaurant, plenty of room, 

fine food, and a good laugh. Another 

attempt at crossing the road had to be 

made of course, but I'm not sure that 

the 'diagonal' approach used by our 

'locals' would have been found in the 

Green Cross Code, effective though it 

was. 

  

P.S.   Just in case you missed 

Eurovision, the United Kingdom 'just' 

missed out this year, but things will be 

different next year.  

  

Gary 



UP AND COMING 

TASKS AND SOCIAL 

GOINGS ON . . .  

 

TASK PROCEDURE: 

 
All members wishing to join a task must 

contact the task leader as soon as possible, 

preferably by the Wednesday before.  

Prior notification is necessary as the task 

leader will need to liaise with the task 

coordinator/wardens to ensure that the 

tasks are suitable, the correct numbers of 

tools are taken and to arrange any lifts 

needed.  If you need to cancel, let them 

know as soon as you can.  Weekend tasks 

may have a separate procedure - please 

contact the task leader for details.   

 

MIDWEEK TASKS 

 
In March we spent a couple of hours 

filling holes in the causeway to 

Northey Island until the tide came in.  

We then tidied up the hedge on the 

lane to the house.  Richard showed us 

around the house and the views from 

the tower  

 

April we went to Paycocke’s in 

Coggeshall and tidied up an overgrown 

Hedge and filled the newly built 

compost boxes with chippings.  

 

In May we went to Dedham and fitted 

about 160 Metres of barbed wire 

fencing, as the new tenant farmer did 

not want his cattle wandering up to the 

A12!! 
 
Dates for your diary. 

 

First Monday of each month unless 

it’s a bank holiday, then it’s the 

second Monday 

Melford Hall – Usually gardening and 

general tidy up around the estate. 

 

Wednesday 20 June  

Wednesday 18 July 

Wednesday 15 August 

Wednesday 19 September 

 

Venues and tasks to be determined.  

Please contact Peter essexntv@tiscali.co.uk 

WEEKEND TASKS 
 

SUNDAY 10 JUNE 2007 

Northey Island – Revetment work 

Task Leader - Louise 

 

SUNDAY 24 JUNE 2007 

Danbury – Post renewal 

Task Leaders - David & Pauline 

 

SUNDAY 8 JULY 2007 

Blakes Wood – Bridge Building 

Task Leader - John  

 

SUNDAY 22 JULY 2007 

Danbury – Heather work and possible bench 

building 

Task Leader - Gary  

 

SUNDAY 5 AUGUST 2007 

Northey Island – Tidy up 

Task Leader - Sue  

 

SUNDAY 19 AUGUST 2007 

Copt Hall – Willow chopping 

Task Leader - Tom  

 

SATURDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2007 

Heritage Open Day 

Task Leaders – David & Pauline  

 

SUNDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2007 

Northey Island Open Day 

Task Leader - Gary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIALS 
 

SATURDAY 16 JUNE 2007 

Go Ape, Bedgebury Forest, Kent.   

Aerial rope course/adventure playground.   

Advance booking essential.  Cost £25.00 

Their website address is  www.goape.co.uk 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 14 JULY 2007 

Rowing at Flatford 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 18 AUGUST 2007 

It’s barbecue time at Tom’s 

house.  Bring your own food 

and drink and enjoy the  

sunshine.  

 

 

 

MONDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2007 

Committee meeting at David and Pauline’s 

house.  8pm. 

 

 

 
If you would like to come along to any of 

our socials, then please contact give 

Pauline  or David essexntv@tiscali.co.uk  

to let them know you’re coming  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridge Building at Ray Island 
Sunday 22 April 2007 


